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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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1 . The indicated allowability of claims 5-10 is withdrawn in view of the newly 
discovered reference(s) to Hamilton et al., Germany , 984 and EPO'277. Rejections 
based on the newly cited reference(s) follow. 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Casoli (U. S. Pat. No. 4,739,781) in view of either Germany'984 (Germany 195 46 984), 
or EPO'277 (European Patent Office 0 864 277). 

Re claim 1 , Casoli is cited disclosing a dishwasher(embodiment of fig. 2) comprising: 
a main body being generally of a box shape with an open front; 
a washer tub (1) being extracted from and retracted into the main body through 
the open front by means of slide rail assemblies, the washer tub having an open top; 
and wherein, when the washer tub is fully extracted from the main body, a rear end of 
an inner wall of the washer tub is located in front of a front end of the main body to open 
the gap that differs, from the claim only in the recitation of a covering member blocking 
the gap, opened between the washer tub and the main body when the washer tub is 
fully extracted from the main body, and with the covering member including concealing 
members extending downwards and backwards from a lower part of each side surface 
of the washer tub. Germany'984 (see fig. 3) and EPO'277 (see figs. 2A, 2B) are each 
cited disclosing the covering member as claimed. It therefore would have been obvious 
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to modify the drawer arrangement of Casoli, to be as taught by the drawer arrangement 
of either Germany'984 or EPO'277, of the purpose of preventing damage to the 
apparatus and/or user. Re claims 2 and 1 1 , Casoli discloses the feeding and draining 
components at the rear of the tub as well as the electric parts. Re claims 3, 4, 9 and 10, 
Germany'984 and EPO'277 discloses the backward extending plates as claimed. 
4. Claims 12-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Casoli (U. S. Pat. No. 4,739,781) in view of Hamilton et al. (U. S. Pat. No. either 
Germany'984 (Germany 1 95 46 984), or EPO'277 (European Patent Office 0 864 277). 
Re claims 12-16, Casoli is cited disclosing a dishwasher (embodiment of fig. 2) 
comprising: 

a main body being generally of a box shape with an open front; 

a washer tub (1 ) being extracted from and retracted into the main body through 
the open front by means of slide rail assemblies, the washer tub having an open top; 
and wherein, when the washer tub is fully extracted from the main body, a rear end of 
an inner wall of the washer tub is located in front of a front end of the main body to open 
the gap that differs, from the claim only in the recitation of a covering member blocking 
the gap, opened between the washer tub and the main body when the washer tub is 
fully extracted from the main body, and with the covering member including concealing 
members extending including plates members extending backward from an upper part 
of each side surface of the washer tub. Hamilton (see fig. 37, col. 12, lines 34-43) 
Germany'984 (see fig. 3) and EPO'277 (see figs. 2A, 2B) are each cited disclosing the 
covering member as claimed. It therefore would have been obvious to modify the 



Application/Control Number: 10/667,424 Page 4 

Art Unit: 1746 

drawer arrangement of Casoli, to be as taught by the drawer arrangement of either 
Hamilton, Germany'984 or EPO'277 of the purpose of preventing damage to the 
apparatus and/or user. Re claims 13 and 16, Casoli discloses the feeding and draining 
components at the rear of the tub as well as the electric parts. Re claims 14 and 15, 
Germany'984 and EPO'277 discloses the backward extending plates as claimed. 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. In Gomolka, Johnson et al., Kahn, Dysthe, Clar, Gladwin, Falek, 
Germany'624, Yoshikawa, Yonenaka, and Japan'547, note the drawer. 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to the pending claims have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to FRANKIE L. STINSON whose telephone number is 
(571 ) 272-1 308. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 5:30 am to 2:00 
pm and some Saturdays from approximately 5:30 am to 1 1:30 am. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Barr, can be reached on (571) 272-1700. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-272-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
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For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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